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The First Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 3:1-12

- Voice of the Wilderness

5

A Wonderful Savior Is Jesus My Lord
Have Thine Own Way, Lord
Passing Through the Wilderness

Do you sometimes feel that your family and friends don’t hear your voice (the
honesty in your heart)?

Matthew begins the story to be fulfilled in Jesus. The cry to repent that John
the Baptist’s “Kingdom of Heaven is near” may sound obvious. Of course,
many who came to the place of baptism repented of their sins and were
baptized. But we hear at the same time the voice of sober judgment who
called them the children of vipers when the Pharisees and Sadducees ar-
rived. What voice did you hear on the first day of December? Are we who
have been baptized and are children of God living in a very different way
from those who are called children of vipers? Sometimes it's easy to be pre—
sumptuous as we make our way out of the wilderness. We should not focus
on just making our way out, but living according to Jesus, who is already the
Way. Because walking with Jesus, the Way and the Truth, is essential in a
wilderness-like life that seems to have lost its path. So, we must listen to the
voices shouting in the wilderness.

Listen! Israell God, who has spoken endlessly to the Israelites, has now sent
Jesus and told us, who have not listened, to follow him. May this Advent,
which awaits Jesus who came to this earth, be a time to thoroughly prepare
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to follow Jesus once again! May it begin with hearing the voice of the Lord,
even in your wilderness—like reality.

m Into the Word

1. What did John the Baptist preach in the wilderness of Judea? (v. 2)

2.What fruit did John the Baptist tell the Pharisees, the Sadducees who
came to be baptized, to bear? (v. 8)

m Into our life

1. Whose voice have you heard the most recently? How has it affected your life?

2.When have you ever felt like you were standing in the wilderness of your life?

m Memory Verse Matthew 3:3

He said unto him that he had spoken through the prophet Isaiah, and there was a
voice of him crying out in the wilderness, saying, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and
straighten the way in which he will come.

m Sharing with your children

Ask your kids if they’ve ever been sad that their stories were not heard at
school, at church, orat home. Let them know that, as a family, you should all
take the time to listen to each other’s voices.
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The Second Week Small Group Meeting Today's Passage Matthew 9:1-8

' Cooperative Faith in Action

5

Simply Trusting Every Day
Encamped Along the Hills of Light
| Will Stand by Faith

Have you received help from friends or offered help to friends? Share those
stories with the group.

When Jesus saw the faith of the paralytic's friends, he healed the man. This was
possible because the paralytic’s friends helped him to be seen by Jesus. The friends
had faith in Jesus but at the same time they had deep love for their friend who was
helpless. Without faith, it is impossible to care for those who are ill since we are con-
stantly bombarded with life’s trials and challenges.

Faithful friends hope for healing and look forward to seeing the healing of their loved
ones. When they believed that Jesus could heal, the friends of the paralytic took him
to Jesus Christ.

The paralytic's friends had faith in action. Their love, hope, and faith were carried out
in action which led them to approach Jesus. They didn't want to be the audience just
witnessing the healing of others. Nothing could stop the friends of the paralytic, not
even the dense group of people surrounding Jesus. Their faith produced wisdom and
they found a creative way to open the ceiling of a house and let him down to Jesus.
Lastly, his friends cooperatively worked in faith. Perhaps this cooperative action of
faith is most needed during these times. \WWhen we come together with faith in Je—
sus, our Lord who healed paralysis will heal any problems as he sees the faith in us. |




pray that you will work together in faith in your family and your church.

m Into the Word

What made Jesus heal the paralytic and forgive his sin?

m Into our life

What action of faith can you provide to your family or friends to accomplish
the work of God?

m Memory Verse Matthew 9:2

And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”

m Sharing with your children

Was there an activity or game that was more fun experiencing with friends
instead of by yourself?
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The Third Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Matthew 18:21-35

~ Bridge to Forgiveness

)

From the Depths, O Lord
Just as | Am, Without One Plea
Lord, Give Me Your Heart.

Share a story of forgiveness you received after your wrongdoing.

“He who cannot forgive others, breaks the bridge over which he himself
must cross.” (George Herbert) Forgiving a person is not easy. Forgiveness is
notan easy task. Some of you may still feel upset even hearing the word “forgive.”
It may trigger hurt from the past and make a person make a renewed vow, ‘|
can forgive all people but never will forgive that jerk.”

As George Herbert put it, if you think that forgiveness is a bridge you have
to cross, it's not something you can ignore. If you don't forgive your brother,
it doesn’t stop there. The mind is a mysterious thing, and it will start to get
crowded with anger and hatred.

It does not forget either. After all, the one who built the bridge is none other
than our Lord Jesus. Jesus forgave us first. He forgave my mistakes, unin—
tentional harm I've inflicted on others, and even my deadly sins. We, who
have been forgiven on that bridge of forgiveness, have no reason not to for—
give others.

“Be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.” (Eph 4:32)
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m Into the Word

1. How did Jesus answer when Peter asked, “How many times should | for-
give someone who sins against me?” (v. 22)

2.Does Jesus mean to forgive seven times seventy which is four hundred
ninety times? What did he actually mean? (v. 35)

m Into our life

What makes it hard to forgive someone?

m Memory Verse Matthew 18:35

So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”

m Sharing with your children

Please share a time when you've forgiven a friend. If it is too hard to share,
journal it.
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The Fourth Week Small Group Meeting Today’s Passage Matthew 20:1-16

- Heart of mercy

)

| Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace
God Whose Grace Overflows
What an Amazing Grace

Do you think the world we live inis a just society? If not, share your reasons.

If you go to Flushing, NY where many immigrants reside, there is a waiting area for
daily laborers. Employers bring their cars and pick the people they need. Sometimes
the people passed over leave for the day but some wait for an opportunity to be
picked up by another employer.

In the book, “Jesus through Middle Eastern Eyes®, the author, Kenneth Bailey, said
today’s scripture is “the parable of a merciful employer.” Today's story shows the
extreme and surprising mercy and grace of the employer rather than the side of
employees. This perspective is similar to the concept of “prodigal father” instead of
“‘prodigal son.” The owner of a vineyard felt sorry for the people who were not able
to find work for the entire day. The employer himself worked hard to go back to the
market to hire more employees several times while offering work and shade for rest-
ing for his employees.

The employer did not lie. He just gave the same wage for each employee including
those who were hired later, so all of them could take care of their family. The em-
ployer had more compassion for the people who were not picked up right away but
waited at the market all day for another chance than for those whom he picked up in
the morning. The employer sympathized with the ones who waited in the market,
because they were probably burdened thinking of not being able to provide for their
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own family. We might still wrestle with the concept “what is justice?” in this story.
The response of the owner would be “I went back and forth to the market all day to
show mercy to the workers who needed to work but could not find work for the day.
For those who expressed that getting the same wage as the late comers, the own-
er of the vineyard said that ‘| gave you the amount of wages | promised before the
work. | showed my mercy to the other workers who came later. \WWhy do you behave
greedily over my money? This parable makes me think that justice includes mercy.

m Into the Word

1. Why did those workers who started work early complain after receiving
theirwages? (v. 12)

2.Why did the employer (the owner of the vineyard) say that he had done
nothing unfair or wrong? (vv. 13-15)

[ mtoourlife

1.Have you been treated unfairly in your work? How did you respond to it?

2.If you are the employer (the owner of the vineyard) of today’s parable, how
would you pay all the daily workers?

m Memory Verse Matthew 20:14

Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you.

m Sharing with your children

Share how you feel when you see the homeless on the street. How can we
help people who want to work hard and get better lives but do not have op-
portunities or have a tendency to give up easily?
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